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3 0~. Years Ago

From The Selma Times This
. - Date/1910" |

~ ~After waiting nearly two years
since the gquestion- was agitated;
Selma is soon to have a splendid
drinking fountain, secured entirely
thru the efforts of the Dallas
County Humane Society. This foun-
tain is a memorial to Herman Lee
Ensign, founder of the National
Humane Alliance, and will Indeed
be a thing of beauty and joy for-
aver, ‘
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Cralt Will Deliver

— -
Seott Is Notified That Af-

~fer September First Hulky Periodicala
| Wil Net Go in the Megular Mall
. Cars—No Council Mondaj.

<

BELMA, ALA., Aug 25.—The exer-
Sttendant 1o the unvelling of the
Memorial Fountaln at the in-
- tersect of Alabama and Washing-
"' Streets tomorrow afterncon at &
.; will be attended by a large
a2 of the residents of Belma
The exercises will be opened with

by Rev. E. W. Gamble, reo-
"of the S8t. Paul's Episcopal church,
Mangum will follow with
! ress upon humane work

| And after which Hon. John Chaft. of
“Moblle, will dellver the princliple aa-

of the exercises.
f A meeting of the members of the
Jocal bumane soclety was held at the
al egle Library a few evenings ngo.
At this meeting all of the plans at-
. fendant to the unvelling of the foun-
| was arranged, Six little boys
and girls will officiate at the actual
Savelling of the fountain.
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IW-ASI-HNGTON STREET.. ¢ oo 'se
With the brisk trading of spring-
time Saturday Washington street for
two blocks was praetically closed by
the great number of wagons and cars,
i and during every hour of the morning
there were at least four wagons stand-
ing at the Humane Alliance watering
fountain in the center of Washing-
ton street and Alabama avenue..
1 Chief of Police Doherty said that |
| he apprehends danger at. this corner |
every Saturday and every other busy |
day, on aceount of the blocking of
the street. . Fire truck drivers try to
avoid this corner on busy days on
account of the danger in getting by
traffic. - - - R
The fountain was given to the city
in 1911 by the National Humane AI-F
liance. At that time traffic at this
corner was not great enough to threa-
ten a blockade of the street
I The crowding of Washington aven-
ue is due, it is said, to the lack of

'an edequate wagon yard.
3 - 1
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SELMA’S FOUNTAIN MUST

BE ACCESIBLE

1 The visit of Senator John Craft of
Mobile, to Selma, brings to mind the
activities -of ‘this doughty champion

of the people in securing to this city |

the handsome drinking fountain for
“horses and smalléy animals, which
stands at the intersection of Alabama
.and. Washington streets, where .. of

late years it hag furnished a real]

hazard for the passage of fire eng-
ines, - |

Senator (,iraft assisted by Mrs. W.
T. Atkins of this city and a commit-
tee had the fountain, one of two for
*Alabama, placed on ground deeded
by the city of Selma. When asked
what steps would be necessary in
order to move the fountain, he de-
clared that a similar suitable place,
easy of acsess from all four sides,
and near a horofare, could be -ge-
cured, and the fountaln placed up-
on.it. &

In an interview with Mrs. W. T.
Atkins, the point was brought out
that the now defunct Humane So-
ciety has had great trouble in get-
ting the ecity authorities to keep the
fountain in condition. Mrs. Atkins

is not averge to seeing®the fountain|

moved from its present location, if
one similar ig found, where horses
and mules and smaller animals may
conveniently gather around it to
quénch ‘their thirst.

It is interesting to remember th"l.t
the fountain was donated to Selma
under the terms of the will of a young
man Henry Lee Ensign, who in his
life time cared deeply for animals;
and sought to help them. by leav-
ing a great part of his fortune t‘or
the opurpose of building drmkmg
fountains. Alabama secured two of
these fountains, one going to Mo-
bile and one to Selma through Sena-
tor Craft’'s efforts. They are hand-
some and ornamental and the one
in Selma should be more highly ap-
preciated. =

Selma rethinks fountain - 1923-05-13
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GOPAT SFEMA
:AND WASHINGT'N

pt ————
Council Yields to Plea not tc
Place it at Obscure Corner
—

The City Counctl Monday night
rescinded its foriger acion in locat-
ing Selma’'s marble fountain at the
foot of Lawrence street un Water
avenue and’ passed a resolution au-
thorlzing its erection at the Inter-

fon of Washi and Selma

_|streets. Harry M. Smith made a

short talk to the council, as one
who had played a leading part in
securing the fountain for Selma,
telling of the negotiutions with the
Herman Lee Ensign estate during
the administration of V. B. Atkins
to secure the donation for the foun-
_i tain, which he said had been §5,000.
Mr. Smith said the rainutes of the
Selma City Coumcil would show
that the city signed a solemn con-
tract to locate the fountaln at the
intersection of ‘two  prominent
streets’” and that good faith would
not be kept with the philanthropist
who gave the city this valuable as-
set, if it were gecreted in some out-
of-the-way and inaccessible place.

Of Good Service

Mrs. W. T, Atkins, President of
the Dallas County Humane Society
addressed the Council briefly on the
location of the fountain and read
some extracts from a letter she had
received from Hon. John Craft of
Mobile who had been the orator of
the day when the fountain had been
unveiled. Col. Craft urged that
Selma not dfshonor its good name
by golng back on its agreement
with the Ensign estate.  Mrs. At-
kins said she thought the intersec-
tion of Washington and Selma
streets would make it of the great-
“| est possible service to the mules
and domestlc animals that had for
®| a0 many years slaked their thirst in
its cooling waters. Mayor Hall
spoke briefly on the subject, approv-
ing of the new site, but said he had
favored moving the fountain from
its former dangerous location on
“’quhm‘ton and Alabama streets.
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Selma moving fountain 1924-19-09
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WoqueNmuna

Objection to placing the Ensign
fountain, dismantled some months

0, at Selma and Washington

eets has been voiced by Mrs. E.
C. Purviencg whose residence oc-
cuples one of the corners adjacent
to the proposed new site of the
fountain. The matter has not been
brought formally before the City
Councilmen have been advised pri-
vately that Mrs. Purivence objects
to having the fountain placed ad-
jacent to her property becausg of
the congestion of country wagons
which it is said, would prove un-

pleasant.
Gréat Need.
The question of securing a site
for the fountain, where it would
serve the greatest need, which, it s
conceded exists in the heart of the
city, where dray horses have no
watering place, was settled by City
Council at fits last meeting, when

5

in use just one block north of ite
original site. This location has the
advantage of being in the business
district, and easily accessible to the
horses and mules which are always
to be found about YV ashington

ifountain was not referred to a coma
mittee, and any objections which
may arise must be aired before
Council, or take the form of a legal
injunction against the proposed
step, o
City Buy Lot.

Interest is keen in securing a site
for the fountain, where it may ful-
fil the purposes for which it was
placed here, The suggestion made
by a member of City Council, that
a lot be purchased by the city, and
the fountain placed thereon, some-
where near the edge of the city,
cannot be acted upon under the
rules governing its acceptance here
some years ago by the City fathers,
who agreed to place the tounu!n
at the tion of two promi
streets. {

it was voted to place the fountain]

street. The matter of Jocating the}

Selma, Al objections to new location 1924-09-21
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Enstgn Fountain
The old issue of the hands')me

drinking fountain remotved from
the center of Alabama and Wash-
ington streets is still to be settled, | .
~but Mr. Porter stated that if some
satisfactory place can be ‘seécured for |

this fountain he will be glad to au-
thorize its placing. At present the

fountain, the gift of the Ensign |

estate to Selma, and costing several

‘thousand dollars, is reduced ‘to a |
mass of junk. The longer it re-

mains unused the greater the ex-

pense of resetting it, as pieces o¢f |

marble will become ‘‘¢chipped and
fountain is one of the handsomest

that could be bought andi has
drir.}fing space for hor«es anl for ¢

sma.ller animals.

Selma, AL 1925
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