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The 01d Southeast Watering Trough is a six-foot granite structure compdsed
of a rectangular shaft or colum and a large 6' bowl and two small dis-
pensing pipes. Four small cups appear at the base to provide refreshment
for fauna. The fountain rests on a base of tiles at an intersection of
streets in a fast deteriorating neighborhood of Des Moines.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 014 Southeast Watering Trough is a survivor of the horse and buggy age.
Tt is a visible reminder of an earlier period of public utilities technol-
ogy designed to meet mass needs prior to the introduction of indoor plumbing.
Places such as these served a social function as well, for they provided
focallpoints where a community's residents engaged in social exchange.

This is one of the last of 15 horse watering troughs installed around

Des Moines by the Iowa Humane Alliance, established in 1883. As one of
two Ensign fountains presented to the city in 1906, this structure still
provided water for an area of Des Moines referred to as the "Southeast
Bottoms". It was presented to the city by the National Humane Alliance,
to honor their founder, Herman Iee Ensign. The other fountain presented
by the Society was located at S.E. 6th and Hartford Avenues, and was later
moved close to the entrance of Owen Crist Farm, 3800 Park Ave.

Increased interest by the citizens of the area and the Des Moines City
Council has led to the desire to have the water trough preserved as a
neighborhood landmark.
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February 1, 2016
1900s Water Trough Still Flowing

In the early 1900s, Des Moines
was still a predominantly horse
and buggy town. Several
organizations, in an effort to ease
the strain on horses, built

two public water troughs and
then gave them to the City of Des
Moines. Over the years, the
water troughs became obsolete
as automobiles became the
common mode of transportation.

The original locations of the two

water troughs were at 8th and

Cherry and Penn and Grand, most likely in the middle of the intersections. Their
original locations were selected with the approval of the National Humane
Alliance and subsequently, was the reason they were moved. Apparently, they
caused too much congestion when buses, trucks, and autos came along. The
city council ordered their removal and for a while, they were stored. At some time

after 1915, one was moved to SE 10th and Scott Avenue and the other moved to

SE 6t and Hartford.

The Southeast Water Trough at Sam Cohen Park was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1976. Through the decades and even today, the
trough is still dispensing water, albeit now as a fountain. Water pours from two
lion heads into the horse trough. At the base, four smaller water-filled troughs
allowed smaller animals to drink. Water also flowed from a small alcove above
the horse trough.

Posted by: Laura Sarcone

3 Comments
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