CITY OF DERBY
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
February 9 2010 6:30 P.M.
DERBY CITY HALL – ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS
MINUTES
Call to order:
Chairman Joseph Bomba called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance:
All rose and pledged allegiance.
Roll Call:
Present: Glenn Stevens, Greg Russo, Ken Hughes, Michael Kelleher and Chairman Joseph
Bomba.
Also present: Mayor Anthony Staffieri, Director of Economic Development Sheila O'Malley, and
Corporation Counsel Joseph Coppola.
Additions, Deletions, Corrections and Adoption of Agenda:
Mr. Bomba would like to delete "if necessary" for the Executive Session and add in discussion and
negotiations regarding a proposal made by a developer to the City of Derby. Motion to
approve the agenda as amended by Mr. Hughes, second by Mr. Stevens, all in favor, motion
passes.
Approval of Minutes - January 12, 2010
Motion to approve by Mr. Russo, second by Mr. Stevens, all in favor, Mr. Stevens and Mr. Kelleher
abstained, motion passes.
Public Portion:
The public portion began with three letters being read into the record:
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Anita Dugatto - Ms. Dugatto stated the DOT is asking for public input, the design has not been
done at all for Rte 34, they want to Derby residents what they would like to see, money is in
place and designing is the next step. They are looking for specifics as to how wide the sidewalk
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is, and a lot of residents do not want Rte 34 to go faster, we want it smoother and development
should wait until Rte 34 is done. She can't say that more clearly.
Mayor Staffieri said next Wednesday there should be a date for the public to come to an
informational session of the design and widening of Rte 34. The date and time will be posted.
Ms. O'Malley stated this is by federal and state guidelines and it has to have a public hearing.
Dan Waleski - 21 Elm Street. At the last meeting Anita and himself requested a community
relations meeting to get the public's input into this redevelopment project and he thinks the
presentations today justify and validify the fact that we have to have more of this sort of thing.
Also he would like to suggest having a public speaker come in and discuss the marketing
aspects. It behooves the agency to bring in some experts.
John Izzo - Weichert Realtor and listing agent for Life Touch. He would like to know if the City is
currently negotiating with property owners. Will the City be making an offer for the Life Touch site
and when and how will it be paid for?
Dan Waleski - Can the agency clarify what DeCarlo and Doll's involvement will be?
John Izzo - Life Touch is considering a tear down dependent on an offer from the City.
Motion to close public portion by Mr. Stevens, second by Mr. Hughes, all in favor, motion passes.
Public Portion closed at 6:54 p.m.
Elect Chairman
Motion to nominate Joe Bomba as Chair by Mr. Stevens, second by Mr. Hughes.
Motion to close the nominations by Mr. Hughes, second by Mr. Stevens, all in favor, motion
passes. Mr. Bomba is the chairman.
Update on Downtown Redevelopment
Ms. O'Malley addressed the issues from the public portion.
Best Practices - Ms. O'Malley chairs a comprehensive economic development strategy
committee – an 18 city and town region. It was established to secure federal funding for
economic development projects. She talks with colleagues across the state on a regular basis
and how they met those challenges and what they are doing with their downtown. It is an
effective means for funding but also a best practice for our Rte 8 corridor. She makes several
trips to the Economic Development Administration in Philadelphia to talk about Derby and its
citizens. The State and Federal officials are also best practices. There was a meeting with the CT
Development Authority, CT Dept of Community Economic and Community Development, DOT,
State Traffic Commission to make them aware of our mixed use development, and for advice
and funding. Best practices are being looked at.
Plans vs. Conceptual Plans - Derby doesn't have plans, we have conceptual plans. There is an
approved Redevelopment zone with a mixed use approval. Condos on the river is at this board's
discretion and is dictated by developers to a certain degree. Development is dictated by what
is viable in this market. The economy dictates what can and cannot go in the downtown area.
This area of land is a beautiful gem and will get developed. Ms. O'Malley has had several
unsolicited developers and solicited developers contact her with serious interest.
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Rte 34 - The Mayor and City officials met today with DeCarlo and Doll - the engineer firm working
on the Rte 34 design. Rte 34 will enhance the redevelopment area. DOT doesn't determine the
footprint of Rte 34, Derby does and DOT approve or disapprove it. DeCarlo and Doll will be
invited to the next redevelopment meeting which will include property acquisition.
Update on DOT parcel
Ms. O'Malley met with the DECD and the engineers to discuss the timing of the road
construction. The road project should be out to bid by the end of the month. Hopefully
construction will begin in the spring. Ms. O'Malley has a lot of interest in that parcel of land.
Mr. Bomba opened up a public portion to discuss downtown redevelopment.
Ms. Dugatto asked if there is a preliminary plan of Rte 34. Ms. O'Malley stated the surveying has
been done. Comments from the public hearing will be presented to DOT.
Mr. Waleski feels there should be a written outline of step by step procedures. The City should
pick and choose very carefully what businesses we want.
Executive Session - Discuss Negotiations for a Proposal from a Developer with the City of Derby
Motion by Mr. Stevens to enter into Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss a proposal by a
developer to the City subject to adjournment and invite the Mayor, Corporation Counsel, Ms.
O'Malley, second by Mr. Hughes, all in favor, motion passes.
Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Cesaroni
Recording Secretary
*****These minutes are subject to approval at the next Redevelopment Agency meeting.
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